The stone people descend upon the stick city and use stones and fire to destroy the buildings. The people of this world are enslaved, but remain defiant, which is evident when one of the conquered people refuses to sing for his new master and is taken to prison. Subsequent images reveal the stone ruler's abuse of the land as well as his power. Ultimately, his civilization is punished for this behavior as a deluge of rain strikes the city. As his subjects perish in this flood, the stone leader offers precious stones to the dark sky, but a flash of lightning reveals he is not so easily forgiven, and eventually, he too succumbs to the rising water. Only two people, the two who were imprisoned, survive this flood. So, the story ends on a positive note as the two people, one from each of the civilizations, embark on a journey together, presumably to create a new empire.
Throughout Sticks and Stones, Kuper utilizes conventional comics techniques to present a story that, while at times cinematic, goes beyond the visual. Kuper succeeds in creating a powerful narrative that fits nicely with Maurice Sendak's idea of "quicken ing," which "suggests something musical, rhythmic and animated." According to Sendak, "quickening" is "the genuine spirit of animation, the breathing to life" of the images, a quality which Sendak considers essential in books that primarily tell their stories through pictures (Sendak 3). Due to this "quickening," it is not surprising that there is a flash animation version of the story as the book itself seems animated.
Wordless stories like Sticks and Stones are quite complex. As Will Eisner states, "images without words, while they seem to represent a more primitive form of graphic narrative, really require some sophistication on the part of the reader" (Eisner Comics and Sequential Art 24). Therefore, although this text is composed only of images, it is not, and should not be, a fast read. Readers must focus attention on every detail to experience the full impact of the narrative. Kuper acknowledges this when he says, a reader can sit and read a wordless book, flip through it, but "it needs to have a return experience" because with "a wordless book, there's a read you get if you go through it, and there are reads that are about seeing other details" (Spurgeon). Kuper's Sticks and Stones is certainly worth the time and effort needed to see all its details.
